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Color photograph, inkjet on archival paper, mounted on PVC
50 postcards
* Postcard stand courtesy of Palphot

A postcard that depicts a site we have visited is the
ultimate memento, drawing connecting threads between
the memory of the two sides: the sender, who conveys

a message from within the postcard views, and the
addressee who receives it at a different place and time.

In Tziki Eisenberg’s photographs, the figure of the traveler
— areindeer with long antlers — is integrated into the
landscapes of the postcard. In the course of its journeys,
this inanimate object that roams the studio changes colors,
shapes, and settings, and even loses its antlers.

The acts of photographing and roaming the Land of Israel
have been intertwined even before the establishment

of the State of Israel and the formation of the local
photography scene. The photography book The Magic
Lantern: Travel in the Land of Israel of the Past gathers the
impressions of the master wanderer David Benvenisti, who
single handedly invented the discipline of “knowing the
land.” Alongside hand drawn maps, Benvenisti captured
the primordial landscapes of Israel, while offering advice
to young hikers as how to best position their camera in
relation to the sun and the subject.

Eisenberg’'s photographs are free from the demands of
actual natural conditions. In fact, they do not capture a real
site or an actual journey, but rather depict the memory

of a well-thought out, carefully designed act of creation
that unfolds in the studio; a set that changes shape and
form under the direction of the artist, who orchestrates
objects, ready-made images, and documentary materials
in fantastic environments. He brings together objects as
though they are old time friends who ran into one another
on the street.

The choice to present the photos as postcards links the
reindeer to the Israel Post symbol — the galloping gazelle,
mentioned in Yaakov's blessing to his sons as a “hind let
loose” (Genesis 49:21), standing for the epitome of speed.
Over the years, much like Eisenberg’s object that has

lost its antlers, the gazelles also changed its identity and
became a deer, perhaps following the 1968 declaration
of then-postal minister Yisrael Yeshayahu that the Israel
Post was “running like a deer toward the new age of
telecommunications technology, ‘driving forwards’ the
State of Israel in its development.”

Following the Six-Day War, tourists flocked to Israel and
postcard sales soared, recount the descendants of the
Dorfzaun family who founded the Palphot Company (that
loaned the postcard display stand for this exhibition).
The name of the company, whose start was in the sale of
postcards from the Holy Land in 1934, is a portmanteau
that conflates the place with its documentation practice:
Palestine Photo.
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